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BOOK   Parliament. He was concerned with Imperial relationships and
_1 j__, nothing else. Out of no less than 128 clauses in the proposed
itioo. Statute to create a united Australia he took serious issue on one
alone. "Clause 74" weakened a traditional tie of the Empire by
restricting that right of appeal to Her Majesty in Council at
Westminster which had hitherto existed throughout the Queen's
dominions; and particular words seemed to foreshadow a further
weakening. In the Commonwealth Bill, "Clause 74" read as
follows:
No appeal shall be permitted to the Queon in Council in any matter
involving the interpretation of this Constitution or of the Constitution
of a State, unless the public interests of somo part of Her Majesty's
Dominions other than, the Commonwealth or a State arc involved.
Except as provided in this section, this Constitution shall not impair
any right which the Queen may bo pleased to exercise, by virtue of her
Royal prerogative, to grant special leave of appeal from the High Court
to Her Majesty in Council. But the Parliament may make Laws limiting the
matters in which such leave may be asked.1
Now, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council might be
in externals "the dowdy Court of Downing Street", but to
insight it was majestic. The scope of its duties was as world-wide
as the Empire, and to that responsibility its impartial weight
was acknowledged to be equal.
In the Unionist Cabinet the Lord Chancellor, Lord Halsbury,
one of the redoubtable Victorians, was especially disturbed by
the proposition that our legal connection with federated Aus-
tralia should become more slender than with any other part of
Her Majesty's dominions. Canadian Confederation for instance
had conspicuously maintained the link which Australia's federal
statute proposed to attenuate. Without endangering good re-
lations, much less jeopardising the whole Commonwealth Bill,
Chamberlain meant to try his hardest to win over the Australian
envoys to his view.
But the three principal delegates were predetermined in the
opposite sense. They had concerted their resistance, and they
were all both men of mark and lawyers. New South Wales was
1 The biographer's italics.